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up in the French Court, which was sworn to
protect Catholicism., she was as ardent a Catholic
as her flighty nature would permit, and to a
woman of her type, loving gaiety and colour,
inclined to licentiousness, the drab, repressive
doctrines of the Kirk of Scotland were completely
abhorrent. She came resolved to crush Pro-
testantism, and to humble the nobles who had
dared to rise against her mother, and had treated
herself with what she considered a lack of respect.
Mary Queen of Scots had mighty ideas of the
rights of a sovereign, and she meant to teach this
rebellious people a bitter lesson.
She had a mixed reception. The Catholics -
and the Catholics in Scotland were still numerous
- were warm in their welcome, and some of the
Protestants received her with loyal cheers, but
many watched her arrival with fear and fore-
boding. To the queen, it was a sad return to her
native country. She had left it in infancy, and
she had neither knowledge of, nor sympathy with,
the dour Scots character. After being in the
French Court for many years - the most civilised
and cultured Court in Europe - she was bound
to be shocked by the uncouthness of her northern
subjects. But Mary hid her feelings most suc-
cessfully. She was playing not only for'Scotland,
but for the throne of England, and she had bright
hopes that, if she could not depose Elizabeth, she
would at least succeed that sovereign.